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short time, Rhonda enrolled in CNA classes and has exceeded expectations ever since. 

Out of gratitude for our economic navigator and the Fueling the Future program, Rhonda recently shared a gift
of thanks. A beautiful floral arrangement arrived at the navigator’s office the last week of Rhonda’s CNA
classes. Attached was a note that read “Thank you won’t be enough for what you’ve done for us, but let me try
a little. Thanks a lot for your support and everything you continue to do for me and my family.” 

Rhonda is currently employed at a local nursing home in Muscatine, and continues to have regular contact with
her navigator to ensure continued success well into the future. 

The "Fueling the Future" project, funded by Future Ready Iowa and HRSA, targets adults in 144 low-income
families of elementary- aged children receiving weekend "backpack" food subsidies in Muscatine County and
engages them in a six-week intensive "earn while you learn" up-skill training. This multi-stepped pilot will
provide stabilization of emergent family issues; education for the custodial adults in high demand jobs; long-
term advancement of skilled workers in the community; and a stronger next-generation Iowa workforce. 

Fueling the Future
Muscatine County

Collaborative Grant Partners:
• Trinity Muscatine Public Health
• Muscatine Community College
• City of Muscatine
• Muscatine Center for Social Action
• Aligned Impact Muscatine County
• United Way of Muscatine
• Community Foundation of Greater Muscatine

Matching Partners:
• Community Foundation of Greater Muscatine
• HNI
• Kent Corporation
• Muscatine Community College
• Toyota of Muscatine
• Trinity Hospital Foundation
• United Way of Muscatine
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Rhonda is one of our most recent CNA graduates.
We met Rhonda after she was referred to us by a
school resource navigator. At the time, Rhonda was
struggling to find a job and ensure bills were paid, all
while caring for the two of the most important
individuals in her life, her children.

After enrolling her in the Fueling the Future program,
our economic navigator immediately connected
Rhonda to financial resources available through the
program as well as other necessary supports the
program’s network had to offer, all in an effort to
overcome the barriers that were keeping her from
having the confidence needed to start school. After a 
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Employers:
• Lutheran Living
• Simpson Memorial Home
• Wester Drug
• HWH Corporation
• Raymond
• UTLX
• HyVee


